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KISSING SHIELD AND METHOD OF USE THEREOF 


(The Jpresent application is a continuation-in-part 
"application uhder 35 U.S.C. §120 of prior application serial 
No. 07/776,19/6, filed October 15, 1991, which is co-pending 
and was a cowinuation-in-part of prior application No. 
5 07/589, 371^rfiled September 28, 1990, now abandoned. 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to face shields used 
for protection of the lips, tongue, mouth, chin, and cheeks 
from exposure to germs and diseases, in general, and in 
10 particular, to face shields which can be used while engaging 

in the act of kissing another person. 


Background of the Invention 

There is a growing awareness of the seriousness of 
diseases, like Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) , 

15 being spread and the need for protection of those not 

exposed to such diseases. At times, there has been hysteria 
among parents and other students, who are afraid their 
children or they themselves will become infected from 
classroom and playground contact, when students with AIDS or 

20 the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) have attended school. 
Also, persons who carry the herpes virus sometimes have lip 
sores which are usually not distinguishable from an ordinary 
canker sore or a fever blister by a lay person. 

It is customary when we kiss to come in contact 

25 with another's lips, and in certain cultures, to follow with 
a kiss on the skin of each cheek; thus germs can be passed 
from one person to another. In keeping with one aspect of 
the invention, if casual contact is necessary and a kiss is 
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in saliva or other secretions which might be transmitted 
from kissing by using a kissing shield. 

The present invention proposes a method and device 
in which a flexible membrane is used as a kissing shield to 
5 lessen one's chances of becoming infected by disease from 

casual contact. In the alternative, if a person is infected, 
the chances of transferring the infectious disease from one 
person to another could be reduced by use of a thin, resilient 
flexible, impervious membrane, preferably selected from the 

10 class of polyethylene, vinyl, and polypropylene materials, 

stretched over a frame or holder. This would lessen the 
spread of bodily fluids from one person to another when 
kissing with the end result of preventing the spread of 
viruses and diseases, such as canker sores, fever blisters, 

15 and AIDS, until there is a cure and prevention of the 

diseases. The advantages of a kissing shield over regular 
kissing will become apparent on consideration of the follow- 
ing specification and the accompanying drawings wherein 
there is disclosed a preferred embodiment. 

20 The kissing shield has both social and health 

benefits, if basic precautions, such as those one would 
engage in while using a condom to practice "safe sex", or as 
a dentist would use when he dons rubber gloves to prevent 
bodily fluids, such as blood and saliva from his patient, 

25 from spreading to his hands and thereby infecting him, are 

used. The kissing shield can be economically mass produced 
so that it could be easily disposed of after kissing a 
person and replaced with a new one. 

The kissing shield is for people who desire to be 

30 cautious when in contact with another person as they kiss. 
Use of the kissing shield is convenient and practical. 
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the first forms of affection that we display to another. It 
seems only natural that we would start at a fundamental 
level and teach "safe kissing" before we teach "safe sex". 

The kissing shield, if handled properly, will help 
5 people who want to do whatever they can while kissing to 
practice "preventive medicine" and ensure that disease is 
not passed from one person to another by proper sanitation 
or cleanliness of one or both parties. A person who might 
have a disease and a person who does not want to get the 

10 disease or a person who is being protected would take 

precautionary moves to help prevent the spread of diseases, 
such as AIDS, by first practicing "safe kissing". 

A kissing shield is for casual kissing. It can be 
used especially by a politician who kisses babies. 

15 It is therefore a primary object of the invention 

to provide a simple, inexpensive kissing shield to be used 
when kissing mouth-to-mouth or mouth-to-cheek thereby 
avoiding the necessity for skin contact with the person to 
whom affection is intended. It is another object of the 

20 invention to provide a means for removing the hesitancy a 

user may have in kissing another individual without sacrifi- 
cing the effectiveness of the kiss. It is a further object 
of the invention to provide a means of preventing the 
transmission of germs or viruses from saliva or other 

25 secretions and the transfer of lipstick or other cosmetics 

when individuals are engaged in kissing. It is another 
object of the invention to provide a shield which does not 
need to be worn. It is a final object of the invention to 
provide a shield which is economical in construction, such 

30 that the device can be used once and thereafter disposed of. 
Other objects and features will be in part apparent and in 
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Summary of the Invention 

The present invention consists of a shield, which 
is formed of a thin, flexible, impervious membrane, and a 
frame or holder. In one embodiment, the membrane consists 
5 of two plies closed on three sides and open on the fourth 
side so as to create a bag which can be stretched over a 
frame or holder. The kissing shield frame or holder adapts 
over the bottom part of the user's face and has a handle 
which extends laterally from the shield and is sized to be 

10 held by the user. It has sufficient dimension to cover the 
lips and most of the cheeks and extends from under the nose 
to the bottom of the chin. The shield compresses when two 
sets of lips meet in a kiss or when one set of lips meets 
the cheek. When compressed, the thin membrane facilitates 

15 the tactile sensation of kissing while maintaining the 

impervious membrane to prevent the spread of germs. The 
handle of the frame projects a sufficient distance from the 
membrane so that the hand holding the frame does not interfere 
with contact between the kissing parties. The present 

20 invention thus helps prevent the spread of germs and viruses 

that can be spread from the saliva and other secretions of 
one person to another while kissing. 

In use, the membrane is placed over the frame or 
holder. While grasping the handle portion of the frame or 

25 holder at a location spaced apart from the thin, flexible 

membrane, the user places the kissing shield under his nose, 
so that it covers his lips, cheeks and chin. The user then 
positions the kissing shield between his lips and the lips 
or cheek of the individual he plans to kiss and kisses the 

30 intended recipient of his affection. 

In other embodiments of the present invention, the 
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tongue. The device might also be sized for use as a toy by 
a child. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 shows a plan view of the present invention 
5 with a kissing shield placed over the frame or holder and 

held in position for use. 

Fig. 2 is a side view of the present invention 
shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a side view of an embodiment of the 
10 present invention in which the kissing shield has a protu- 

berance for the tongue. 

Fig. 4 shows a balloon shaped kissing shield 
having a center web with indicia to inform the user. 

Fig. 5 shows a toy kissing shield. 

15 Detailed Description of the Drawings 

Referring now to the drawings wherein like reference 
characters represent like elements, Fig. 1 shows a thin, 
flexible, impervious membrane 1 placed over a holder 2 and 
positioned in the appropriate location for use. Membrane 1 

20 is closed on three sides; a fourth side remains open so that 

the shield may be placed over frame 2. Membrane 1 may be 
selected from the group of thin, flexible, impervious 
materials, such as polyethylene, vinyl, and polypropylene. 
Holder 2 is comprised of a handle 3 and crook 4. Crook 4 is 

25 cordate so that it can be placed under the nose of the user 

while protecting the cheeks, lips, and chin of the user. 
Handle 3 extends laterally from crook 4 and is sized so that 
when the user grasps the device, his hand will be located at 
a distance from the membrane. It will be appreciated that 
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of users. As shown in Pig. 2, crook 4 is adapted to surround 
the lower part of the face of the user. 

Fig. 3 shows thin, flexible, impervious membrane 1 
having a protuberance 5 located near the uppermost portion 
of membrane 1. Protuberance 5 creates a space 6 into which 
the tongue of a user may be placed for a particular type of 
kissing. 

Fig. 4 shows a balloon shaped embodiment of the 
present invention. In this particular embodiment, a membrane 
8 is located within a donut-shaped, circular frame 7. As 
illustrated, a message could be located within membrane 8 
for the purpose of informing the user of the proper side of 
the device to place against his face, among other things. 
It would be desirable to have the message printed on the 
inside of a clear membrane so as to prevent the lips from 
kissing the printed message. 

Fig. 5 shows a flexible, plastic sheet 9 suitable 
for use by a child. Sheet 9 is shaped to include a handle 
10, a flexure 11 to cover the cheeks of the child, and a 
depression 12 suitable for placement under the nose of the 
user* A message 13 is centered on sheet 9. Handle 10 
extends laterally from flexure 11 and is sized so that when 
the device is used, the hand of the user will be spaced 
apart from flexure 11. 

It should be noted that the foregoing drawings and 
accompanying descriptions are intended to be exemplary of 
several preferred embodiments of the invention and are not 
exhaustive of the possibilities of the types of shields 
within the intended scope of the invention. It should also 
be understood that modifications will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art within the spirit of the invention. Such 
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user consistently originates his kisses from the same side 
of the membrane. The frame or holder onto which the thin, 
flexible, impervious membrane is placed could be made of a 
plastic material, such as nylon, so that it could be sanitized 
5 for use by different people. The frame or holder might also 

be made of a firm, yet flexible material which would allow 
the device to be adjusted or shaped by the user for indi- 
vidual faces. The membrane could also be made of a plastic 
material which would be unaffected by products, such as 

10 foundation, lipstick, petroleum jelly, and other cosmetics 

routinely used by most women. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the 
several objects of the invention are achieved and that other 
advantageous results are attained. As various changes could 

15 be made in the above product and method without departing 
from the scope of the invention, it is intended that all 
matter contained in the above description or shown in the 
accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative 
and not in a limiting sense. 


